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Hello everyone, and welcome to your 2015 Annual Conference, AGM and Tradeshow! 
First off, I’d like to thank the SAVT board and membership for having me back, and giving me the opportunity to contribute to 
this association in such an important way.  A huge thank you goes out to Jodi Walchuk who started the ball rolling by touch-
ing base with the majority of the speakers before I even came on board.  When I signed on to finish this year’s conference 
planning in May, I had no concept of how quickly this day would arrive.  It’s finally here and we couldn’t be more excited!  It’s 
time to “renew, refresh and refocus!”
This year’s conference promises to renew your knowledge with sessions and wet labs presented by some of veterinary 
medicine’s most highly respected and knowledgeable speakers.  We hope you take some time to either renew, or form a new 
relationship between your clinic and the industry reps that have so generously supported us this weekend.  
We will all have a chance to refresh our technical skills at our hands-on wet labs on Sunday.  These labs would not be possible 

without the generosity of the WCVM, who have once again donated the use of their facility.  Guaranteed, you will come away with some newly 
acquired back ground knowledge and procedures that you can take back and put into practice right away.  Among other things, we will properly 
sharpen those dental instruments, educate our rehab clients and take the perfectly collected sample! 
Most importantly, we hope you find some much deserved time this weekend to relax, unwind and refocus on YOU! Taking the time to invest in 
yourself with personal care will not only benefit you personally, but in your professional career as well.
Helping our members to continue to learn and grow in our profession is a huge honour and responsibility that I do not take lightly. I, along with the 
board of directors, strive to improve and grow our conference every year.  In order to do this, we ask that you be sure to fill out your online survey 
this year.  Include specific suggestions on the topics, speakers and wet labs that are relevant to you. We promise to take each and every idea into 
consideration.
On behalf of the 2015 SAVT conference, have a great weekend, and I look forward to reading all your survey comments soon.
Kenzie Makowsky, RVT
2015 SAVT Conference Coordinator

It is my pleasure to welcome you to the 31st Annual Saskatchewan Association of 
Veterinary Technologists Conference. I am excited to share with you what the SAVT 
has to offer this year in CE. The quality of speakers this year is exceptional. There 
is something for everyone and I hope you enjoy every lecture, every lab, and every 
part of the social experience that is at the conference this weekend. Our wonderful 
sponsors cannot be thanked enough. They are the biggest influence to the calibre 
of CE we can offer you; so I encourage you to take a moment to read through and 

acknowledge them. Thank you to our Diamond sponsor Royal Canin and to our Platinum Sponsors Pet 
Plan, Canadian Horse Journal and the Veterinary Medical Centre. Conference is not only our largest 
CE event of the year, but our largest social event of the year. It is a great time to Renew, Refresh, and 
Refocus our careers and those we network with. A conversation at conference can lead to something as 
extraordinary as a life changing drug for your clinic or a life changing opportunity for employment. I am 
excited to share with you what we have to offer this year. Be sure to take it all in, enjoy the Banquet, and 
the exciting Murder Mystery entertainment we have in store. 
Enjoy!
Nicole Wood RVT
2015 SAVT President

SAVT CONFERENCE COORDINATOR WELCOME

SAVT PRESIDENT WELCOME

PAST PRESIDENTS
1984 – Susan Thiessen
1985 – Susan Thiessen
1986 – Nancy Simmons
1987 – Nancy Simmons
1988 – Alana Buchanan
1989 – Carolyn Zmud
1990 – Sandy Hass
1991 – Sandy Hass
1992 – Karen L’Henaff
1993 – Karen L’Henaff
1994 – Michelle Demorest
1995 – Joanne Parnetta
1996 – Joanne Parnetta
1997 – Jennifer Epp
1998 – Jennifer Epp
1999 – Melanie Yanoshewski
2000 – Dee Hopley
2001 – Carolyn Zmud
2002 – Carolyn Zmud
2003 – Sheila Kucher
2004 – Peggy Nelles
2005 – Michele Moroz
2006 – Leeane Schmidt
2007 – Deneille Tocher
2008 – Deneille (Tocher) Noble
2009 – Lorraine Serhienko
2010 - Tamara McLoughlin
2011 - Tamara McLoughlin
2012 - Melanie Browning
2013 - Cindy Toy
2014 - Nicole Wood
2015 - Nicole Wood
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Sincere appreciation is extended to all our valued sponsors, trade 
show participants, speakers, and wet lab facilitators supporting 
our profession. With your continued support of our conference, 
we can remain committed to the continuing 
education of Veterinary Technologists.

A sincere thank you is extended to all the volunteers who came 
together to help with all the tasks involved for this weekend. 

AWARD OF MERIT SAV T APPRECIATION CONFERENCE APPRECIATION VETERINARIAN OF THE YEAR

1990    Cindy Toy N/A
1991 Karen L’Henaff Linda Benson
1992 Susan Thiessen N/A
1993 Sandy Hass N/A
1994 Sandy Parsons N/A
1995 Shannon Drake Rocky Gibney
1996 Jackie Peters Sandy Parsons
1997 Dee Hopley Nadine Schueller
1998 Lana Delaney Dr. Joanne Post
1999 Nadine Schueller Glen Cartwright–Schering Plough
 **** SVMA VET TECH Dr. Curt Hagele - SVMA
2000 Mona Bozsik Pam Bowman
2001 Arlee Deschene Karen Bone
2002 Darlene MacPherson Michele Moroz
2003 Susan (Kowal) Cadrin Carolyn Zmud
2004 Lisa Soles Joanne Parnetta New in 2005
2005 Kim Berger Sharon Hauser VTH – WCVM Dr. Stan Rubin
2006 Melody Berg Sandy Hass Hills – Dr. Clayton MacKay
2007 Gloria Hammond Jodi Walchuk Joanne Parnetta
2008 Melissa Marin AJ Mamer – Webmaster Kris Reid – AV New in 2009
2009 Bernice Ruf Marilyn St. Marie/Vivian Orr Dr. Jaques Messier Dr. Zenon Forster
2010 Melody Ng Tamara McLoughlin Marilyn St. Marie Norsask Veterinary Group
2011 Arlee Deschene Bob Tait Georgina Knudsen/Michael Santer Dr. Michael Powell
2012 Abigail Culleton Ruth Black Dr. Carol Poland (Hill’s)      Dr.Shawn Haas
2013 Wendy Fernets Dr. Joanne Post Sandy Hass Dr. Colin Palmer
2014 Maureen Hurley Leah Gordon Kenzie Makowsky Dr. Susan Taylor
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Steve Shannon CEO  Saskatoon City Hospital Foundation 
First Impressions
8:15-9:15am
Saskatchewan B

Over my 35 year radio career and now CEO of Saskatoon 
City Hospital Foundation, I have met a lot of people and 
done a lot of unique things.  Our first impressions go a long 

way in forming relationships.  I will relive some of my experiences and 
give you a firsthand experience of your own with some famous people.  
Stories you will never forget.

Born in Regina, Steve was adopted to live with his parents in Wynyard.  At 
age three, he moved to Saskatoon where he attended Buena Vista public 
School, Nutana Collegiate and attended the University of Saskatchewan. 
In grade 9 he was asked to pick probable careers.  Steve’s were a radio 
announcer and a Veterinarian.  Steve began a career as a radio announcer 
in the fall of 1975 that lasted over 35 years.  He worked for CJNB North 
Battleford, CKOM, CFQC with the late Denny Carr, Hot 93 FM and CJWW 
as part of the Moo Crew (there is the Vet tie in).

When Steve was 13 he discovered a passion for running antique steam 
engines at the WDM and has been doing so every year for the past 45 
years.  He enjoys fishing, golfing and family time with Cindy and their 13 
year old son Billy. 

Steve is a member of the Quarter Century Club in the Canadian 
Association of Broadcasters, received the Royal Canadian Legion’s 75th 
year appreciation award, the B’nai Brith “We’re Proud of You” award 
in 2009 and the Saskatchewan Centennial Medal from Lt. Gov. Lynda 
Haverstock.  He is also a member of the Canadian Blood Services Regional 
Liaison committee and has given blood 102 times. He has served on 
boards of the WDM, Denny Carr’s Secret Santa Foundation Board, City 
Hospital Foundation and Silverspring School Council. Steve has been 
fortunate enough to have met many celebrities over the years and was 
proud to be hired as the Chief English Venue Announcer for the Winter 
Olympic games in Salt Lake City in 2002 and in Italy in 2006.

Steve volunteered on the Saskatoon City Hospital Foundation Board for 10 
years, 3 as Chair, and now he is currently the CEO of the Foundation.

Sponsored by Petplan Pet Insurance

 CONFERENCE SESSIONS                            SPEAKER BIOS

Judy Rochette  DVM, FAVD, Dipl AVDC
What Is That? Recognizing Oral Pathology
9:15-10:15am
Canadian Room

Recognizing when something is abnormal is the 
first step in diagnosing and treating a problem.  
This interactive session will test your skills at 

detecting changes from normal and/or disease.
Use It, but Don’t Lose It: Dental Equipment Maintenance
It is recommended to attend this session if attending Dental Lab.

11:00-12:00pm
Canadian Room

Proper care and maintenance of your dental instruments and 
equipment will improve function, reduce operator fatigue, increase 
longevity and prevent the spread of disease. Are you doing all you 
can do?
Go Home Time: Discharge of the Post-Op Dental Patient
2:15-3:15pm
Manitoba Room

The patient is in recovery and will soon be heading home.  What 
medications should be dispensed and what care instructions should 
be given?  And what about homecare products?

There are so many Choices: Dental Homecare Products
4:00-5:00pm
Manitoba Room

Every company claims they have “The Best”.  This lecture will provide 
tips on how to sort through homecare product choices and provide a 
good selection without overstocking your hospital.

Dr. Judy Rochette graduated from vet school sometime before cell 
phones became common and began her fall down the rabbit hole 
known as dentistry shortly after that. Fellowship in the Academy of 
Veterinary Dentistry was granted in 1996 and Dr. Rochette became a 
Diplomate of the American Veterinary Dental College in 1998. Since 
then Judy has provided referral dental services within British Colum-
bia, taught dentistry in the technician program at Douglas College 
for 5 years, has lectured internationally and published articles. Judy 
is also a consultant on the Veterinary Information Network and a 
reviewer for several journals including the Journal of Veterinary Den-
tistry and the Journal of Feline Medicine and Surgery. In her spare 
time Judy spends time with family, hikes the North Shore Mountains 
and tries to keep her garden alive.

Sponsored by Hill’s Pet Nutrition

Rebecca Johnston RVT, VTS-EVN
Equine Neonatal Care
9:15-10:15am
Saskatchewan C
Pre and post equine neonatal care.

Rebecca is currently a Large Animal Technician at VMC, WCVM since 
2013. She previously worked as a foal ICU technician at WEICU in New 
Zealand and at Rossdales Equine Hospital in UK. She also worked as 
a large animal technician at OVC, Massey University and University 
of Queensland. In 2013 Rebecca received her veterinary technician 
specialty in equine nursing through the American Association of Equine 
Veterinary Technicians.

  Saturday Speakers

www.pinterest.com/SaskVetTechwww.facebook.com/SaskVetTech @SaskVetTech saskvettechs
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Christopher Smela BA
Are YOU ready?  A Closer Look At Livings Benefits For 
Those Under 35 And Over 55 Years of Age.
9:15-10:15am
Manitoba Room

This presentation is intended to shed light on two very 
different demographics:  Employees under the age of 35, 

and employees over the age of 55 as well as those considering retire-
ment in the near future. 
If you have entered the workforce in the past 5-10 years you may be 
familiar with your Group Benefits package (if your employer has one), 
which typically covers a percentage of your dental, vision, prescrip-
tion drugs, etc.  However, what happens in the event of a Disability or 
Critical Illness?  In many cases, your employers Group Plan may leave 
you holes in your Living Benefits program.  Tune into this presentation 
to learn more about what products and features are available to cover 
your needs.
For those over the age of 55 and entering the later years of your 
career (and looking forward to retirement) you will undoubtedly have 
questions about your Living Benefits program such as Employment 
Insurance, CPP, Disability Insurance and Long Term Care Insurance.  At-
tending this presentation will shed light on the changes that will occur 
as you tackle this highly anticipated milestone in your life.

Christopher Smela has been a Financial Advisor with Sun Life Financial 
in the Saskatoon area for over 6 years.  Primarily focusing on the Family 
and small Business Market, Chris Smela is able to deliver a “One Stop 
Shop” approach for all your investment and insurance needs.  Whether 
the need is to protect your income in the event of an injury or illness, or 
help you grow your short and long term savings, Chris has the neces-
sary tools to help you reach your goals.

Sponsored by Sunlife Financial

Chantele Cloutier (VMOA) – Territory Manager
Pet Health Insurance
11:00-12:00pm
Manitoba Room

This session will cover the RVT/RAHT’s role in client 
education at the clinic level, as well as integrating 
simple clinic solutions so the client has the proper 
information to make informed and proper decisions 

(why it’s good to advocate the industry, but give clients choices). We 
will also discuss the impact of affordable treatment over economic 
euthanasia and clinic revenue and the clinic business model regarding 
PHI.

Chantele Graduated with Distinction from University of Guelph in the 
VMOA program. Her special Interests include the Endocrine System, 
Behaviour in Canine and Bovine,  Genetics and Behaviour (Dr. Temple 
Grandin) , Affective Neuroscience (Jakk Panksepp). A few of her favou-
rite and studied Authors are Dr. Temple Grandin, Dr. Sophia Yin, Dr. 
Jean Dodds.

Sponsored by PetSecure

Valerie MacDonald DVM, DACVIM (Oncology)
 The Lumpy Bumpy Road of Clinical Oncology

11:00-12:00pm
Courtyard Room

This lecture will provide an introduction and 
overview to clinical oncology.  We will focus on the 
reasons behind staging tests and treatment options 
and outline the role of the veterinary technician in 
working with a cancer patient. Case examples will 

be used to demonstrate how each patient may be treated differently.  
In addition, communication with oncology clients will be featured.

Dr. Valerie MacDonald received her Bachelor of Science degree from 
the University of Toronto.  She received her DVM degree at the Atlantic 
Veterinary College, University of Prince Edward Island in 2000.  She 
practiced in Sun City, Arizona for 2 years in a small animal clinic.  
She completed a residency in Medical Oncology at the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison and became a Diplomate of the American College 
of Veterinary Medicine (Oncology) in 2006.  She stayed an additional 
year at UW as a clinical instructor in Oncology.  In 2006, Dr. MacDonald 
accepted a position as Associate Professor in Medical Oncology at the 
Western College of Veterinary Medicine at the University of Saskatch-
ewan.  She is currently conducting clinical research in the use of Metfor-
min in chemotherapy resistant canine lymphoma.

SPEAKER BIOS                                                                CONFERENCE SESSIONS

  Saturday Speakers

Erin Wasson (MSW, BSW, RSW)  Clinical Associate   
Social Work  Western College of Veterinary Medicine

I don’t have time for that”-Self-care and Resilience in 
Veterinary Medicine
9:15-10:15am
Courtyard Room

Working within the veterinary sciences is both re-
warding and emotionally taxing. Join Erin in discussing 

practical ways of increasing morale in your personal and professional 
life. In an interactive discussion we’ll devise ways to break down com-
mon barriers to resilience and explore how you can promote personal 
and professional wellness. 

Erin is a registered social worker who has worked in the human service 
industry for just over 10 years and has worked in a number of areas of 
social work including: mental health, addictions, interpersonal violence, 
crisis,  trauma, disordered eating, disability and youth work. She is 
currently working as a social worker within the Western College of Vet-
erinary Medicine  providing services to clients of the Veterinary Medical 
Centre; as well as resources to staff, faculty, and students. Erin has been 
a recipient of the Saskatoon City Police Chief’s award for community 
service and has spent her career working with individuals, groups, and 
communities as an advocate, clinician, and resource to promote well-
ness and resiliency.
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Emma K. Read DVM, MVSc, DACVS
Practical Wound Management in Horses 
2:15-3:15pm
4:00-5:00pm
Saskatchewan C

These sessions will focus on case based discus-
sion of wounds and wound management in 
horses. Case material will highlight challenges 

in identifying potential complications in healing and will emphasize 
important principles in wound care. 
Dr. Read graduated with distinction from WCVM in 1998. She com-
pleted an internship position in private equine referral practice in 
Alberta before returning to WCVM to complete a surgical internship. 
Following a move to the USA, she completed a surgical residency at 
University of Georgia in Athens.  Dr. Read then spent time teaching at 
the Ontario Veterinary College in Guelph for two years before moving 
back to Alberta in 2005. Dr. Read worked in private referral practice 
until 2007 when she joined the newly formed University of Calgary’s 
Faculty of Veterinary Medicine. Dr. Read served as Clinical Skills 
Program chair until June 2015 and has since been assumed the role 
of Associate Dean, Academic. Dr. Read continues to do clinical work 
with TD Equine performance group and teaches students in all years 
of the veterinary program as Professor of Teaching, Equine Surgery.

John A. Ellis DVM, PhD, Dipl ACVP, Dipl ACVM, 
Professor

  What do we know about Infectious Disease in 
“God’s Dog”, The Coyote
2:15-3:15pm
Courtyard Room

The coyote is a survivor.  Recently there has been 
interest in the genetics of coyotes, especially 

related to their potential to interbreed with other canids, less is 
known about the diseases of wild coyotes. Coyotes like other canids 
are susceptible to a variety of viral, bacterial and parasitic infections.  
This seminar will review the current knowledge of infectious disease 
in coyotes.

Dr. John Ellis received his DVM from the University of Illinois, in 
1979, and a subsequent Ph.D. in comparative pathology from 
Colorado State University, in 1984.  He is a Diplomate of the 
American College of Veterinary Pathologists and the American 
College of Veterinary Microbiology (Immunology, Virology).  After 
graduation from veterinary school, he worked as a staff veterinarian 
and instructor in animal science at the Navajo Community College 
in Arizona, and a Research Associate in Peru for the US Agency 
for International Development.  He was a postdoctoral fellow and 
subsequently visiting Scientist at the International Laboratory for 
Research on Animal Disease in Nairobi, Kenya, where he worked on 
bovine cellular immunology.  Additionally, Dr. Ellis was previously 
a diagnostic pathologist and on the faculty of the Department of 
Veterinary Science at the University of Wyoming. 

Since 1992, Dr. Ellis has been in the Department of Veterinary 
Microbiology at the Western College of Veterinary Medicine, 
University of Saskatchewan in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Canada, 
where he teaches virology and immunology.  Dr. Ellis is extensively 
published, having written or co-authored more than 150 peer-
reviewed articles, and was the number 2 most cited author in the 
veterinary literature from 1995-2005. He has also authored textbook 
chapters, and numerous papers and lectures published in conference 
proceedings.  Dr. Ellis has given over 300 invited lectures in various 
scientific professional forums.  He has conducted primary research 
on a variety of infectious diseases ranging from lentiviral infections 
in sheep to cirovirus infections in pigs.  One of his primary research 
interests has been the development and efficacy testing of intranasal 
and parenteral vaccines for respiratory infections, including 
Bordetella bronchiseptica in dogs and bovine respiratory syncytial 
virus in calves

Sponsored by Zoetis

Dr. Roy Lewis Technical Services Veterinarian  
Merck Animal Health  

Cattle Processing & Handling & Establishing  
Vaccination Protocols
11:00-12:00pm
Saskatchewan C

This topic will cover best management practices 
for all common processing techniques veterinary 

technicians will be involved in across Western Canada.  The talk 
will touch on stress reduced cattle handling and animal welfare 
audits. What diseases do we need to commonly (and uncommonly) 
vaccinate for in Western Canada. Vaccination protocol, complete 
with some illustrative  examples where appropriate, will be 
shown.  From proper needle sizes to use to handling of vaccines 
and maintaining the chain of refrigeration to proper implanting 
techniques.  Some of the presentation will involve the newer 
technologies of vaccines and what that holds for the cattle industry.  

Dr. Roy Lewis Graduated from the Western College of Veterinary 
Medicine in 1981 and was a partner at the Westlock Veterinary 
Clinic. He has been a large animal practitioner for 34 years mainly in 
beef cattle (both commercial cattle and purebred herds). His interests 
are preventative medicine fertility for both bulls and cows, as well 
as animal welfare.   He has written numerous producer articles in 
magazines such as “The Cattlemen” and the “Western Producer.” In 
Jan 2012, Roy joined Merck Animal Health as a technical services vet-
erinarian. His wife Carol is also a veterinarian (equine WCVM 1986). 
He has two Kids Cali (Currently in Vet Medicine graduating 2015) 
and son Colton pursuing a medical degree.  Roy spends some time 
teaching and examining the veterinary students at the University of 
Calgary at Alberta’s Veterinary School.  Roy is also part of a family 
owned mixed farming operation near Spruce Grove, Alberta called 
“Lewis Farms”. They grow grain, raise purebred cattle (900 cows) and 
grow 500 acres of potatoes.

Sponsored by Merck Animal Health

 CONFERENCE SESSIONS                            SPEAKER BIOS

  Saturday Speakers

How are we are doing? 
Please  help us make next year’s conference better.
Tell us what works and what doesn’t.
We are available for feedback at the registration 
table / SAVT booth all weekend.....or if you want 
to remain anonymous,  there will be an electronic 
survey emailed out post conference. 

  Comments & Feedback
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Matt Read DVM, MVSc, DACVAA
Pathophysiology of Perioperative Hypothermia in 
Small Animals
2:15-3:15pm 
Canadian Room

This lecture will review what is currently known 
about perioperative hypothermia in small animal 
patients. It will focus on the physiology of heat bal-

ance, the different effects that anesthesia has on thermoregulation, 
the mechanisms by which patients lose heat under anesthesia, and 
the negative effects of hypothermia on our patients. 
Management and Prevention of Perioperative Hypothermia in Small 
Animals
4:00-5:00pm
Canadian Room

This lecture will discuss how to actually prevent hypothermia from 
occurring in anesthetized dogs and cats. It will focus on data from 
studies that have been conducted in both people and animals, and 
will discuss the new methods that are being used in people and 
animals and how to use them most effectively. You will be surprised 
to learn what works, what doesn’t, and how much we have been 
missing.
Dr. Matt Read is a 1998 graduate of the WCVM. Following gradua-
tion, he completed a residency in veterinary anesthesiology and a 
Master’s of Veterinary Science. He became board-certified with the 
American College of Veterinary Anesthesia and Analgesia (ACVAA) 
in 2002 and served as a member of the ACVAA’s Board of Directors 
from 2010-2014. Matt taught at the University of Georgia for two 
years and developed anesthesia services in two referral practices 
in Toronto and Calgary from 2003-2010. In 2010, Matt joined the 
Faculty of Veterinary Medicine at the University of Calgary where 
he teaches veterinary students across all four years of the DVM 
program. Matt’s professional interests include regional anesthesia 
(he recently published a new text book in this area) and veterinary 
medical education (including looking at how we can better teach 
and assess the performance of technical skills). He practices clinical 
anesthesia at Western Veterinary Specialist Centre in Calgary and 
provides anesthesia expertise to local clinics on request. Matt is 
always available to answer questions by phone or email, and enjoys 
the opportunities to work closely with practicing veterinarians and 
their staff to make anesthesia safer and more fun.

Partially sponsored by Benson Medical Industries

 CONFERENCE SESSIONS                            SPEAKER BIOS

  Saturday Speakers

5:30 -6:30 PM Saturday Cocktails 
6:30 PM  Banquet & Award Ceremony

Who dunnit?  Follow the clues as you investigate the murderous action happening around the banquet hall.  Did the bartender poison a drink?  Or 
maybe it was the bell boy with a gun?  We will be laughing, sleuthing, and mingling as we solve the murder mystery - but watch out - you might be 
the next R.I.P.  

DIAMOND SPONSOR

  Banquet, Entertainment & Award Ceremony

Bob Bellamy BSc, DVM
Infotainment: Using Social Media for Client 
Communication
4:00-5:00pm
Courtyard Room

THE BAD NEWS: Over the past decade across 
North America the number of active clients per 
veterinarian is plummeting. Waiting to educate 
clients on their next visit is no longer a good 
business strategy. 
THE GOOD NEWS:  It has never been easier 

to communicate with clients or potential clients. This session will 
show you how social media can be used to reach out to existing and 
potential clients and create a positive impression of veterinary care. 
It will also show you how to educate and entertain clients and using 
video with clients. This will show you how to not just tell them,  but 
help you show them what you can do.

Dr. Bellamy graduated from WVCM in 1976.  He is  a mixed animal 
practitioner and owner of Bellamy Harrison Animal Hospital in 
Moose Jaw. He is Chair of the SVMA Practice Economic Committee, 
Chair of CVMA Business Management Committee, and Project 
Coordinator of SVMA Social Media Campaign.

Sponsored by WDDC
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Judy Rochette DVM, FAVD, Dipl AVDC
Instrument sharpening/Xray positioning/Local 
blocks/Homecare products
9:30 - 11:30am & 12:30 - 2:30pm
Rm 1591 (Med Side)

Assisted by Dr. Theresa Jacobson & Tara Evans
This lab is meant to provide practical, hands-on 

experience in instrument sharpening and maintenance, dental xray 
positioning, and placement of local anesthetic blocks.  Attendees 
are encouraged to bring their own instruments so that what they 
learn will be directly useful back in their own clinic, but instruments 
will be available if that’s not possible.  Attendees will rotate through 
the three stations spending approximately 40 minutes at each sta-
tion.  There will be a bonus fourth station with homecare products 
to examine at each person’s leisure.

Dr. Rochette’s bio is available on page 4

Sponsored by Hill’s Pet Nutrition & Serona Animal Health

Jenn Panko RVT/CCRP (OCMC,CAPMC)
Rehab: Bring it to Your Practice
9:30 - 11:30am & 12:30 - 2:30pm
Rehab-Basement

Rehabilitation has become a key component to 
gold standard veterinary care.  This 2 hour wetlab 
will provide participants with the tools and 
resources to develop their rehabilitation team, 
build the rehabilitation caseload, and incorporate 
rehabilitation into everyday veterinary medicine.  

Rehabilitation is a proven way to increase client compliance, 
strengthen the relationship between the client, clinic, and pet, 
and improve patient care and client perception of the quality of 
your practice and care of their pet.  Join Jenn for what promises 
to provide you with the skills and tools to improve team work, 
increase your caseload and revenue, and improve patient care and 
quality of service all while having fun providing rehabilitation and 
wellness programs for you patients

Jenn Panko owns and manages The SPAW, a Canine Rehabilitation, 
Sports Medicine, and Fitness Centre in Aldergrove, British Columbia 
Canada in partnership with The Aldergrove Animal Hospital.  She is 
a Registered Veterinary Technologist (Seneca College, Ontario 2005) 
where she was the recipient of The Veterinary Technology Recogni-
tion and Appreciation Award for dedication to and excellence in 
animal care.  She completed The University of Tennessee’s Certified 
Canine Rehabilitation Practitioner Program in 2006.  In 2012 she 
completed the University of Tennessee’s Certified Osteoarthritis Case 
Management Program and was the recipient of The Ontario Asso-
ciation of Veterinary Technicians Award of Merit for enhancing the 
image of the veterinary technology profession and a long standing 
history of community service.  In 2014 she completed the University 
of Tennessee’s Companion Animal Pain Management Certificate 
Program.  Her clinical experience includes a variety of work in 
private, referral, and academic companion animal practice, mobile, 
racetrack, and surgical equine practice, and wildlife rehabilitation.  
Jenn has a wide variety of experience in orthopedic, neurologic, 
weight loss, and conditioning rehabilitation.  She developed her tool 
box of rehabilitation skills at The Mississauga-Oakville Veterinary 
Emergency Hospital and Referral Group coordinating CARE, The 
Companion Animal Rehabilitation Experts, and Rehabilitation 
Service.  She also managed The Neurology and MRI Service. Prior to 
her recent relocation to British Columbia she was part of the team 
at The Hill’s Pet Nutrition Primary Healthcare Centre, as a primary 
healthcare technician and coordinator of The Companion Animal 
Rehabilitation Service at The Ontario Veterinary College, University 
of Guelph.  She is pleased to provide rehabilitation lectures and 
workshops at conferences and veterinary meetings and teach large 
animal laboratory sessions at her local veterinary technician college.   

 CONFERENCE SESSIONS                            SPEAKER BIOS

  Sunday Wetlabs

Emma K. Read DVM, MVSc, DACVS
It’s All Anatomy Deep Down-An Interactive 
Review of Distal Limb Anatomy in Horses 
9:30 - 11:30am & 12:30 - 2:30pm
BTU (Palp Side)

A hands-on lab that will allow participants 
to refresh their distal limb anatomy in 
horses using simulator models. The things 

that participants learn will be very useful for further improving 
their clinical exams and skills.  Practical relevance of anatomical 
structures to simple procedures will be highlighted.
Dr. Emma Read’s bio is available on page 7

Matt Read DVM, MVSc, DACVAA
Pathophysiology of Perioperative Hypothermia in 
Small Animals
9:30 - 2:30pm
Room 1365 (Physiology Lab-Open Side)

Local and regional anesthetic techniques are 
extremely useful for contributing to pain manage-
ment in small animal practice, and offer enormous 

benefits to patients undergoing a range of diagnostic, dental, and 
surgical procedures.  Participants should leave the workshop with  
practical knowledge and basic skills that will allow them to perform 
different nerve blocks in dogs and cats as soon as they return to  
their practices.   
This workshop will offer a combination of  lecture and small group 
hands- on learning experiences to:    

a) provide participants with practical knowledge of  the equipment      
and drugs that are used to perform basic local and regional 
anesthetic blocks;   
b) teach a range of  local anesthetic blocks that can be used to 
provide anesthesia and analgesia for dogs and cats;    
c) explain the considerations for performing these blocks 
(including anatomical landmarks and potential complications). 

This is a hands-on workshop involving local and regional anesthetic 
techniques and will involve the use of canine and feline cadavers. 
By working in small groups (2-3 people), participants will have the 
opportunity to practice different regional anesthesia techniques 
for the head, the pelvic limbs and  abdomen, and the thoracic wall. 
Interest and prior experience with use of local anesthesia is helpful,  
but not required for enrollment in this wet lab.    
Dr. Matt Read’s bio is available on page 7
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Carolyn Cartwright RVT, VTS (Anesthesia/Analgesia) 
Bovine Applied Local Anesthesia: Student Lab
9:30 - 11:30am & 12:30 - 2:30pm
BTU (ChuteSide)

Assisted by Cheri Breckner, RVT & Kari Killins
The participants will have an overview 
of available drugs and their appropriate 

application, learn techniques and hone their skills on local 
anesthesia to aid in analgesia and anesthesia in a bovine patient. 
This is a combination live and cadaver lab, maintaining safety for the 
patient and participant and appropriate attire is required.

Carolyn is a graduate of SIAST Kelsey Campus, Class of 1985 and 
is employed as Lead Hand of Specialties at the Veterinary Medical 
Center, Western College of Veterinary Medicine. She is an active 
member of SAVT and has held various positions on the executive as 
President, Vice-President, Conference Chair, SAVT 25th Anniversary 
Planners, RVTTC (previously CAAHTT) director; SIAST, Lakeland & 
WCVM college advisory committees. She is married to Glen, has 
3 kids; Matt (25), Danny (21) & Laura (18). They live on a farm by 
Blackstrap Lake, with numerous critters; horses, dogs, cats, coy & 
various fish, & Curtis, the pot belly pig. She enjoys time with friends 
& family, horseback riding, travelling, fishing, gardening, reading, 
music, painting & crafts. Keeping busy being a teenager taxi, sports 
Mom, working & farm chores. She is an active community member 
and recently achieved the Anesthesia Vet Tech Specialty.

 CONFERENCE SESSIONS                            SPEAKER BIOS

  Sunday Wetlabs

Bernice Ruf RVT
Back To Basics: Sample Collection

9:30 - 11:30am & 12:30 - 2:30pm
Rm 2102 (Classroom)

Assisted by Sandy R. Parsons RVT, RLAT
Have you been out of a clinic environment for a while?  Here is a 
chance to review cystocentesis and fine needle aspirate techniques.  
We will be using models to practice the techniques.  

Bernice Ruf RVT- Bernice graduated from SIAST in 1992 and upon 
graduation worked in a small animal and exotics practice for several 
years.  During this time, she served on the SAVT executive for a 
two-year term, which was a valuable, educational, and fun filled 
experience.  It was a great way to meet colleagues and develop 
lasting friendships.  In 2000, Bernice was instrumental in starting 
the VOA (veterinary office assistant) program and worked part-time 
while raising her 2 young boys.  In 2008, Bernice returned to full-time 
work in a small animal clinic in Saskatoon.  In 2010, she started at 
SIAST, now called Saskatchewan Polytechnic, filling in for a sick leave 
position and where she is still currently employed.  In 2014, she and 
her and her husband moved their home based quadding accessory 
shop into Warman and added service work, which keeps the entire 
family busy.  Bernice enjoys being outdoors gardening, camping, 
fishing, quadding, hiking, or nature watching.  Her family is very 
important and she likes to take time to do things with just the four of 
them or with her much larger extended family.  Her greatest passion 
is passing on her knowledge to family, friends and of course students.

Valerie MacDonald DVM DACVIM (Oncology)
CBCs and Biohazard Bins: An Overview of 
Chemotherapy Administration and Toxicities
9:30 - 11:30am & 12:30 - 2:30pm
Anatomy Lab

Assisted by Melissa Underhill, RVT
 This laboratory will cover the hazards of 
chemotherapy to both the animal and the hu-
man.  There will be a short powerpoint lecture 

discussing safe handling and administration of chemotherapy.  
The laboratory itself will allow the participant to practice giving 
chemotherapy.  In addition, there will be opportunities to practice 
fine needle aspirates of  lumps and slide preparation of aspirates 
to maximize submissions to laboratories.  

Dr. Valerie MacDonald’s bio is available on page 5

Peggy Nelles RVT, RMLAT
MICE AND RATS 101: Student Lab
9:30 - 11:30am & 12:30 - 2:30pm
BTU (ChuteSide)

Assisted by Michele Moroz RVT, RMLAT & Carla Rangel RVT, RLAT, 
PhT
Mice and Rats 101 – basic handling – including the proper approach 
to these prey animals, how to remove them from a cage and hold 
them until restraint is required. Restraint methods using hands – no 
hard mechanical devises. Sexing of mice and rats using visual/ana-
tomical methods.  Injections:  IP for mice and SQ for rats.  Demon-
stration of Oral gavage and various methods for blood collection.

Peggy graduated from Kelsey in the mid 80’s. Her career has been 
entirely at the University of Saskatchewan in various departments, 
but always with research animals. Peggy did anesthetic research 
using horses. She then moved to the Animal Care Unit within the 
WCVM. The nature of the work involved husbandry and technical 
skills with a wide range of animals; from rodents to livestock.  In 
1988, she moved to the Animal Resources Centre and stayed there 
until it closed in April 2012 to make way for the Cyclotron/PET 
Scanner.  Her work at ARC started with raising pasteurella free 
rabbits, then to maintaining breeding colonies of transgenic mice, 
and she was the Education and Training Facilitator for the University 
of Saskatchewan.  After the close of ARC and elimination of the 
Education and Training Facilitator position, she worked on the Animal 
Order Desk.  In November 2014, she moved to Laboratory Animal 
Services Unit (LASU) in the Health Sciences Building (HSB).  In 1989, 
she also upgraded her education with the Canadian Association 
of Laboratory Animals (CALAS) as a Registered Laboratory Animal 
Technician (RLAT).  In 2001, she upgraded her education again 
with CALAS to become the 2nd person in Saskatchewan to obtain 
a Registered Master Laboratory Animal Technician (RMLAT) 
certification.  She is also a member of the American Association 
Laboratory Animals Science (AALAS) and Zebrafish Husbandry 
Association (ZHA). Outside of work, during the summer, she is a Chief 
Motorcycle Instructor with Maximum Training.  She is married to 
Dave and they have a wonderful fur child; a 7 year old Newfoundland 
named Cally.
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FRIDAY NOVEMBER 6th              Saskatoon Inn & Conference Centre

6:00-9:00 PM                    Registration & Tradeshow/Complimentary Reception

SATURDAY NOVEMBER 7th       Saskatoon Inn & Conference Centre

7:30-8:15 AM                                Registration / Breakfast & Opening

8:
15

-9
:1

5a
m Keynote Speaker:

First Impressions
Steve Shannon

Saskatchewan B

9:
15

-1
0:

15
am

DENTAL TRACK
What is That? 

Recognizing Oral Pathology
Dr. Judy Rochette

Canadian Room

Are YOU ready?  A closer look at 
Livings benefits for those under 

35 and over 55 years of age. 
Chris Smela,BA

Manitoba Room 

Equine Neonatal Care
Rebecca Johnston RVT, 

VTS-EVN

Saskatchewan C

“I don’t have time for that”-
Self-care and Resilience in 

Veterinary Medicine
Erin Wasson (MSW, BSW, 

RSW)

Courtyard Room

10:15 - 11:00 AM                            Networking • Refreshment Break

11
:0

0-
12

:0
0p

m Use It, but Don’t Lose It
Dental Equipment Maintenance

Dr. Judy Rochette

Canadian Room

Pet Health Insurance
Chantele Cloutier (VMOA)

Manitoba Room

Cattle Processing & Handling 
& Establishing Vaccination 

protocols
Dr. Roy Lewis

Saskatchewan C

The Lumpy Bumpy Road of 
Clinical Oncology

Dr. Valerie MacDonald

Courtyard Room

12:00 PM -1:00 PM                                  Lunch  

1:00 PM - 2:15 PM             SAVT Annual General Meeting 

2:
15

-3
:1

5p
m Go Home Time

Discharge of the Post-Op Patient
Dr. Judy Rochette

Manitoba  Room

Pathophysiology of Periop-
erative Hypothermia in Small 

Animals
Dr. Matt Read

Partial Sponsorship

Canadian Room

Practical Wound 
Management in Horses

Part 1 of 2
Dr. Emma Read

Saskatchewan C

What do we know about 
Infectious Disease in “God’s 

Dog”, The Coyote
Dr. John Ellis

Courtyard Room

3:15 - 4:00 PM                                   Networking • Refreshment Break

4:
00

- 
5:

00
p

m There are so many Choices:
Dental Homecare Products

Dr. Judy Rochette

Manitoba  Room

Management and Prevention of 
Perioperative Hypothermia in 

Small Animals
Dr. Matt Read

Canadian Room

Practical Wound 
Management in Horses

Part 2 of 2
Dr. Emma Read

Saskatchewan C

Infotainment: Using Social 
Media for Client 
Communication
Dr. Bob Bellamy

Courtyard Room

5:30 - 6:30 PM                                                           COCKTAILS
6:30 PM                                               BANQUET, AWARDS & ENTERTAINMENT

  CONFERENCE AT A GLANCE                                    SATURDAY SPEAKERS   
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  CONFERENCE AT A GLANCE                                         SUNDAY WETLABS

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 8th         WCVM

 8:30 - 9:15 AM             WET LAB REGISTRATION / LIGHT BREAKFAST & COFFEE

9:30 - 11:30 AM                                      WET LAB - SESSION 1

Rehab: Bring it to Your 
Practice

Jenn Panko RVT/CCRP 
(OCMC,CAPMC)

Rehab-Basement

Dental Lab: Instrument 
Sharpening/Xray Position-
ing/Local Blocks & Home-

Care Products
Dr. Judy Rochette

Rm 1591 (Med Side)

It’s All Anatomy Deep Down-
An Interactive Review of Dis-
tal Limb Anatomy in Horses

Dr. Emma Read

BTU (Palp Side)

1-FULL DAY (4 HOUR LAB)
Small Animal Regional Anesthesia 

Dr. Matt Read

Rm 1365 (Physiology Lab-Open Side)

 CBCs and Biohazard Bins: An 
Overview of Chemotherapy 

Administration and Toxicities
Dr. Valerie MacDonald

Anatomy Lab

Back To Basics: Sample Col-
lection

Bernice Ruf, RVT

Rm 2102 (Classroom) 

Reserved- Lakeland Students
Bovine Paravertebral Blocks
Carolyn Cartwright, RVT, VTS 

(Anesthesia/Analgesia)

BTU (ChuteSide)

Reserved- Lakeland Students 
Mice and Rats 101

Peggy Nelles, RVT, RMLAT

Health Science Building

ABSTRACT AM X 4

Uveitis in a Labrador Retriever-Dr. Marina Leis
Ben the Border Collie (A Dental Success Story.)-Dr. Erinn Hilberry

Community Outreach-Helping Those In Need-Dr. Karen Sheehan/Matty 
Tate,RVT

Finding the needle in the haystack: Recent research on vectors of plague in 
Grasslands National Park in southern Saskatchewan-Dr. Todd Shury

Room 2105

11:30 - 12:15 AM                          LIGHT BRUNCH / 2nd SESSION REGISTRATION

12:30 - 2:30 PM                                WET LAB - SESSION 2 - SAME AS ABOVE

ABSTRACT PM x 4

Understanding Horse Insurance-Dr. Steve Manning
Equine Infectious Anemia in Canada (2009-2012)-Surveillance, Incidence 

and Risk Factors-Dr. Katharina Lohmann
Hair cortisol: a novel biomarker for long-term stress-Kate Creutzinger

Anthrax-What you need to know Dr. Betty Althouse

Room 2105
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Marina Leis BSc, DVM, MVSc Candidate, ACVO Resident
Uveitis in a Labrador Retriever
9:30 - 11:30am 
Room 2105

Uveitis is defined as intraocular inflammation and 
is often a manifestation of systemic disease. It is 
important to perform a thorough workup in cases 
of uveitis in order to determine the underlying 

diagnosis and begin prompt treatment to save the eyes and in some 
cases the patient’s life. This presentation will describe two separate 
conditions causing uveitis in dogs: pigmentary uveitis and fungal 
uveitis. Pigmentary uveitis is an inherited uveitis most often seen 
in the Golden Retriever, though other breeds are reported to be 
affected. Fungal uveitis, most often Blastomycosis in Saskatchewan, 
is seeded in the eye via the bloodstream. These two diseases 
manifested simultaneously in a Labrador Retriever at the WCVM.

Dr. Marina Leis is a 2012 WCVM graduate who is currently in the final 
year of her residency in ophthalmology and Masters of Veterinary 
Science. Her research interests relate to ocular abnormalities in 
poultry and scleritis in dogs. 

 CONFERENCE SESSIONS                            SPEAKER BIOS

  Sunday Abstracts

Dr. Erinn Hilberry
Ben the Border Collie (A Dental Success Story)
9:30 - 11:30am 
Room 2105

When Dr. Erinn Hilberry first met Ben, the blind 
border collie was shy and withdrawn as he lay on 
the floor with his head down. 
Two weeks after dental surgery, Ben was a totally 

different dog.

Dr. Erinn Hilberry grew up on the west coast of Canada on beautiful 
Vancouver Island. She and her twin sister learned to ride at an early 
age and have spent many days riding the trails and beaches of 
the coast. She was educated at the University of Northern British 
Columbia where she acquired a bachelor degree in Biology and 
Organic Chemistry. Following being awarded her bachelors, she 
earned a degree with Distinction in Veterinary Medicine at the 
Western College of Veterinary Medicine in Saskatchewan, Canada. 
Dr Hilberry is interested in Lameness, Surgery and Equine Sports 
Medicine. She is very happy to be a part of the Surgi-Care team and 
looks forward to working with the great people at this facility while 
enjoying the warmth of Florida. Dr Hilberry enjoys horseback riding, 
running and spending time with her canine pals. She just recently 
became a mom. 

Karen Sheehan BSc, DVM and Matty Tate RVT
Community Outreach-Helping Those In Need
9:30 - 11:30am 
Room 2105

This session will discuss the Remote Clinic Practice Rotation in 
LaRonge, as well as the involvement of the Veterinary Technology 
students as part of their educational program. It will also highlight 
some of the challenges faced and highlight the educational program.

Dr. Karen Sheehan graduated from Atlantic Veterinary College in 
2003. She then completed a small animal rotating internship at 
wcvm from 2003-2004. After that, she worked in private practice in 
Southwestern Ontario as well as at a cooperative emergency clinic. 
She joined the wcvm as Medicine Clinical Associate in July 2011, and 
has now been in the wellness service for one year. 

Matty Tate graduated in 2004 with a diploma in the Veterinary 
Assistant program in Halifax, Nova Scotia. In 2006, she completed 
the Veterinary Technician program in New Brunswick and worked in 
private practice for a year in Cape Breton Island, Nova Scotia. She 
moved to Saskatoon in 2007 working at the vet school in the ICU for 
6 years. In July 2013, she moved into wellness service.

Todd Shury DVM, PhD
Finding the needle in the haystack: Recent 
Research on Vectors of Plague in Grasslands 
National Park in Southern Saskatchewan
9:30 - 11:30am 
Room 2105

The finding of a dead black-tailed prairie dog on 
a prairie dog colony in Grasslands National Park 
sparked a research and surveillance program 

to attempt to understand plague ecology in the park and mitigate 
effects on ecosystem and public health. Very little research has been 
conducted in Canada on plague as the last human case was diag-
nosed in 1937, but much is known about it in Asia and the US. Fleas 
are the most common vectors of plague worldwide and competent 
vector fleas have been found within prairie dog burrows in Grasslands 
National Park. Flea abundance varies seasonally and both coyotes and 
domestic dogs in the area have been used as sentinels of infection. 
Implications of recent research will be discussed as well as future 
research directions on this ancient disease, which can still be found in 
Saskatchewan, but receives little attention due to its rarity. 

Dr. Shury is a 1993 graduate of the Western College of Veterinary 
Medicine. He has worked as a mixed animal practitioner, an associ-
ate veterinarian at the Calgary Zoo and contract wildlife veterinarian 
for several years on numerous wildlife projects throughout Canada. 
He is currently the only wildlife veterinarian for the Parks Canada 
Agency and oversees wildlife health, chemical immobilization training, 
animal care and disease issues in 44 national parks across Canada. He 
recently completed a PhD on the epidemiology of bovine tuberculosis 
and is involved with research on many infectious diseases of wildlife 
including brucellosis, CWD, white-nose syndrome and plague.
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Steve Manning DVM, MSc, Diplomate ACT
Understanding Horse Insurance
12:30 - 2:30pm 
Room 2105

Insurance is available and can provide a 
wide range of coverage for companion, 
performance and breeding horses from all 
disciplines and breeds.  It is less common 
for horse owners to insure their animals in 

Canada than in some other parts of the world.  This presentation will 
examine the types of insurance available to horse owners in Western 
Canada and will discuss the costs associated with emergency medical 
and surgical care for horses.

Dr. Manning received his DVM from Ontario Veterinary College. He 
spent several years in private equine practice and then completed an 
MSc and a clinical residency in theriogenology at the Western College 
of Veterinary Medicine.  He is currently an Associate Professor in the 
department of Large Animal Clinical Sciences and an Assistant Direc-
tor of the Veterinary Medical Centre at the WCVM. 

 CONFERENCE SESSIONS                            SPEAKER BIOS

  Sunday Abstracts

Katharina Lohmann MedVet, PhD
Equine Infectious Anemia in Canada 
(2009-2012)-Surveillance, Incidence and Risk 
Factors
12:30 - 2:30pm  
Room 2105

Equine Infectious Anemia (EIA, “Swamp 
Fever”) is a reportable disease in horses that 
continues to incur costs and cause concern in 

the equine industry. The current EIA program in Canada is composed 
of a voluntary component through testing initiated by horse owners, 
and a mandatory response by the Canadian Food Inspection Agency 
(CFIA) to horses that test positive for the disease.  
In collaboration with the CFIA, we conducted a study to investigate 
the current EIA situation in Canada. Based on data spanning a 
period of 4 years, we estimated the surveillance intensity (i.e., the 
proportion of horses that is tested) for EIA and the incidence of 
the disease (i.e., the number of cases in proportion to the horse 
population) in Canada. We also investigated potential risk factors that 
may be associated with the occurrence of EIA in a subset of horses.

Dr. Lohmann graduated from the Free University in Berlin, Germany 
in 1995 and subsequently completed an internship at a private 
equine referral practice in California and a residency at Texas A& 
M University. She became board certified in large animal internal 
medicine (ACVIM) in 2000 and obtained a PhD from the University 
of Georgia in 2004. Since 2004, she has been an associate professor 
at the WCVM, Universtiy of Saskatchewan where she teaches 
examination technique for horses, equine internal medicine and 
communication skills. Her recent and current interests are tick-borne 
and infectious diseases as well as non-infectious chronic airway 
disease in horses.

Kate Creutzinger BSc
Hair cortisol: a novel biomarker for long-term stress
12:30 - 2:30pm  
Room 2105

Hair cortisol has recently been implemented into research as a 
minimally invasive, objective measure of long-term stress. Cortisol 
is a blood glucocorticoid released in the event of stressors, such 
as pain, which can be used to quantify an animal’s overall stress 
response. The aim of this research was to determine if hair cortisol 
(HC) was a suitable medium to detect the effect of pain associated 
with castration.

Kate completed her BSc in animal science at The Ohio State 
University. She grew up in the suburbs of Cincinnati, OH but found 
a love of agriculture and production animals. After graduating 
from OSU, she began an MSc at the University of Saskatchewan in 
animal behaviour working with beef cattle. The betterment of animal 
production is her main goal by improving the lives of animals and the 
farmers that care for them.

Betty Althouse DVM  Chief Veterinary Officer, 
Saskatchewan
Anthrax-What you need to know
12:30 - 2:30pm  
Room 2105

Background information on the disease, signs and symptoms in 
various species and control measures that can be taken. Design 
and development of the Saskatchewan Anthrax Response Program. 
Diagnostics, including sample collection and handling, carcass side 
test kits and shipping. Zoonotic considerations and appropriate 
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE).

Dr. Althouse has been the Chief Veterinary officer for Saskatchewan 
since July 2012. Prior to that, she worked for the CFIA for 13 years; 5 
most recent years as Disease Control Specialist for domestic diseases 
in Saskatchewan located in Saskatoon, and prior to that 8 years in 
meat hygiene, primarily poultry in Wynyard Sk. Previous to joining 
CFIA, she owned and operated a swine farm, and worked in swine 
production medicine as well as rural mixed practice in Humboldt, SK. 
She graduated from WCVM in 1982. She has an interest in zoonotic 
and animal disease control at the herd, provincial and national 
levels, from preparedness, prevention, detection(diagnostics) and 
response (control, treatment, eradication) at the farm, to legislation 
needed to support actions, and the recovery phase.



14

SASKATOON INN                     TRADESHOW AND BREAK OUT ROOMS 

VETERINARY TEACHING HOSPITAL •  Veterinary Road

***Free Parking in Q lot or V lot***
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VETERINARY TEACHING HOSPITAL  2ND FLOOR UP RAMP•  Veterinary Road

VETERINARY TEACHING HOSPITAL 1ST FLOOR •  Veterinary Road
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We urge you to 
support these sponsors 

as they contribute to 
our profession.

The high calibre of 
presentations and speakers 
is only possible due to the 

outstanding financial support 
the SAVT receives from the 

animal health industry. These 
companies will be on site to 
share their latest products, 

techniques and services.

 CONFERENCE SPONSORS                          

DIAMOND 

PLATINUM 

The Western College of Veterinary 
Medicine's Veterinary Medical Centre of-
fers emergency and critical care services 
around the clock, 365 days of the year. 
For more information, visit                    
www.wcvmmedicalcentre.com.
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 CONFERENCE SPONSORS                          

GOLD 

SILVER BRONZE 

“Your Success is Our Business”

17611 - 109A Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta 

T5S 2W4

Cell: (306) 221-7681 
Fax: (800) 329-9332 
Toll Free 1-877-329-9332 ext. 1126
Email: klaventure@wddc.com  
Website: www.wddc.com

Karen Laventure, RVT  
Client Services Representative  

(Saskatchewan/Manitoba)
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 CONFERENCE SUPPORTERS                          

 THANK YOU
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Drop Dead Gorgeous Day Spa Room To Run Dog & Cat Boarding & Grooming-Carlamae Ashby
Starbucks Lawson Heights Fresenius Kabi Canada Ltd- Randy Hughes
Petrofka Apple Orchard Patterson Grain (Swift Current)
Arbonne-Deneille Noble Indulgence Nail & Lash Lounge 
Scentsy-Allison Patterson Park Lane Jewelry-Allison Patterson
Saskatoon Electrical Services Color by Amber Jewelry-Ailish Irwin

Tupperware-Katelynn Sherwood Twin Valley Veterinary Health Services
thirty-one gifts-Allison Patterson Lung Association of Saskatchewan
Color by Amber-Jennifer Fast Uppercase Living vinyl décor-Tiffany Possberg
Epicure-Chris Bodnarchuk Shoppers Drug Mart Beauty-Willowgrove 
Badass Jacks Annabelle Lockets-Shanna Friesen
Co-op Feeds Scentsy-Bonnie Cambridge
Family Pizza Color by Amber-Jamie Webb
Monsanto Canada Squirlie Girlie Accessories-Andrea Janex
Avon-Deb Dawe My Smart Hands Sign Language-Tanya Myrfield
Mary Kay-Karen Webb Blue Penguin Photography & Designs-Lindsay MacGregor
Watkins-Brian Webb Epicure -Aleasha Nimec
Cederlane

 CONFERENCE CONTRIBUTORS                          

Left to right – Back row: Heather Quilty (EVTA), Donna Lasser (BCVTA), Laurel MacIntosh (EVTA) Karen Lesnick(AAAHT), 
Carolyn Cartwright (SAVT), Erin Young (AAAHT), Lois Ridgway (Ex-Officio, CVMA) Joanne Buitenhuis (MAHTA), 

Nadine Schueller (Ex-Officio PDC), Laura Sutton (OAVT), Mary Robinson (MAHTA) 
Left to right – Front row: Tina Douglas (BCVTA, RVTTC Financial Officer), Elisabeth Zabori (RVTTC Past President), 

Jody Carrick (RVTTC President), Shannon Brownrigg (RVTTC Executive Director) 
Missing - Dr. Troye McPherson (Ex-Officio, CVMA) Darlene Ford (SAVT) 

2015-2016 RVTTC BOARD OF DIRECTORS

For More Informatin on RVTTC, please visit: http://www.rvttcanada.ca/
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EXHIBITORS

1 Saskatchewan Indian Gaming Authority Inc. (SIGA) 20 Vetoquinol Canada

2 SCAT Street Cat Rescue Program Inc. 21 Sunlife

3 New Hope Dog Rescue 22 Aventix

4 Saskatchewan Pension Plan 23 Sensor Health Veterinary Diagnostics

5 Family Pet Cremation Services 24 Petsecure

6 Saskatchewan SPCA 25 Benson Medical Industries

7 RVTTC 26 Midwest Veterinary Purchasing

8 Merial Canada Inc. 27 Hills

9 Abaxis 28 WDDC

10 Zoetis Canada Inc. 29 Merck

11 Serona Animal Health 30 Pet Plan

12 McCarthy & Sons 31 Royal Canin

13 Elanco Animal Health 32 IDEXX

14 Invisable Fence 33 Prairie Diagnostic Services

15 Veterinary Health Solutions 34 Boehringer Ingelheim

16 Nestle Purina Petcare 35 Pet’s Plus Us

17 Pacific Veterinary Sales 36 Bayer Inc.

18 Rayne Clinical Nutrition 37 Summit Veterinary Pharmacy

19 Champion Alstoe Animal Health Inc.

EXHIBIT HALL


